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Legal Notifications 

Disclaimers 

©1998-2017 Meridian Medical Management. All rights reserved. This publication is 

protected by copyright, is the confidential property of, and all rights are reserved by 

Meridian Medical Management. It may not, in whole or part, be copied, photocopied, 
reproduced, translated, or reduced to any electronic medium or machine-readable form 

without prior consent, in writing, from Meridian Medical Management.  

It is possible that it may contain technical or typographical errors. Meridian Medical 
Management provides this publication “as is” without warranty of any kind, either 
expressed or implied. All patient names, provider names, and offices are fictional. Any 

resemblance to actual persons or locations is purely coincidence. 

Meridian Medical Management reserves the right to make changes in specifications and 
features shown herein, or discontinue the products described at any time without notice or 

obligation. This does not constitute a representation or warranty or documentation 
regarding the product or service featured.  

Contact your Meridian Medical Management Representative for the most current 

information and/or inquiries regarding copying and/or using the materials contained in 
this document outside of the limited scope described herein. 

Meridian Medical Management 

P.O. Box 101 

Windsor, CT 06095 

Trademark Acknowledgement 

VertexDr Practice Manager ®, VertexDr Appointment Scheduler ®, VertexDr Collector ®, 
VertexDr Client Center ®, and VertexDr Electronic Health Records ® are registered 
trademarks or Meridian Medical Management. Microsoft ®, Windows XP ®, Windows Vista 

®, and Word ® are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. All other products and 
company names are trademarks of their respective owners. 

Limitations and Conditions of Use 

Meridian Medical Management furnishes this document to you, a current Meridian Medical 
Management customer, as Meridian Medical Management confidential information 
pursuant to a non-disclosure agreement (NDA) or the confidentiality provisions of a 

service contract between you and Meridian Medical Management. If you are not (i) a 
current Meridian Medical Management customer, and (ii) subject to contractual obligations 

of confidentiality to Meridian Medical Management, you are not authorized to access this 
document.  
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What is MIPS? 
MIPS, or the Merit Based Performance System, refers to the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (CMS) program that allows physician practices to earn a 

payment adjustment through capture and reporting of evidence-based and 
practice-specific quality data. 

There are four MIPS categories: 

Quality – Replaces PQRS 

Advancing Care Information – Replaces Meaningful Use 

Improvement Activities – New Category in which clinicians are rewarded for care 
focused on coordination of care, beneficiary engagement, and patient safety. 

Cost – Replaces the Value-Based Modifier. The cost category will calculate in 2017, 
but will not be factored into payment adjustments until reporting period 2018.  

Review and Select Measures 
Quality: Utilize the CMS website to review the Quality Measures available and 

program guidelines to select measures.  Six quality measures including one 
outcome measure should be chosen. It is recommended to download a copy of the 

selected Quality measures to a CSV file for your records and reference. 

Advancing Care Information: Refer to the CMS website to review the Advancing 
Care Information options and associated measures. There are two Advancing Care 

Information options based on the EHR certification level. If the practice uses the 
VertexDr EHR, follow measures and guidelines for “2017 Advancing Care 

Information Transition Objectives and Measures”.   

For Option 1, Advancing Care Information Measures and Objectives, there are five 
required base measures. Additional optional measures can be chosen.  

For Option 2, 2017 Advancing Care Information Transition Objectives and 
Measures, there are four required base measures. Additional optional measures can 

be chosen. 

It is recommended to download a copy of the selected Advancing Care Information 
measures to a CSV file for your records and reference. 

Improvement Activities: Refer to CMS site to review Improvement Activities 
options and make selections appropriate based on type of practice and specialty. It 

is recommended to download a copy of the selected Improvement Activities to a 
CSV file for your records and reference. 

Determine Reporting Method 
CMS offers three reporting options for MIPS: Reporting via claims, EHR, or registry. 

Review the measure specific documentation closely, as reporting options vary by 
measure, to ensure the reporting option you select is available for the measures 
selected. Meridian offers capture of Quality Measures for claims, VertexDr EHR, and 

registry reporting. For registry reporting, note that a third party vendor must be 

https://qpp.cms.gov/measures/quality
https://qpp.cms.gov/measures/aci
https://qpp.cms.gov/measures/aci
https://qpp.cms.gov/measures/ia
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utilized by the practice for reporting. If the registry option has been selected, 
please contact Meridian Support for information on extracts and associated fees for 

this method. Extracts and fees may vary depending on registry option selected by 
practice. Refer to CMS for guidelines on reporting periods. 

Quality Measures 
If reporting via claims through the VertexDr system, EHR through the VertexDr 
system, or via registry (third party system required), Quality Measures must first 
be set up within the VertexDr system. Note: If using the VertexDr EHR and Medcin 

forms, the measures must also be added in Medcin. Contact Meridian Support or 
enter an Mtrak ticket to request that additional measures be added in Medcin. The 

selected measures and associated codes must be provided at the time of request. 

Before beginning set up of Quality measures in VertexDr, measures should first be 

determined and details obtained from the CMS website. Have the measure 
information readily available to use for set up.  

Defining Quality Measures 
Measures can carry over from year to year with possible changes and review of 

measures entered is recommended on an annual basis. For new measures or 
measures not yet entered, conduct the following steps. 

1. In VertexDr, select Definition/Billing/PQRS Measure. Once table is open 

review to see if the measures are already entered.  

 



VertexDr MIPS Measures 

vertexdr.com 
a MERIDIAN MEDICAL MANAGEMENT company 

Page | 3 

2. Open the Measure documentation retrieved from the CMS website. Example: 

 

3. In VertexDr, click the Insert button in the table: 
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4. Populate the fields below as indicated. 

 

a. Measure Number: Fill in the measure number as indicated on the measure 

document, entering only the number portion. 

 

b. Measure Description: 

  

c. From and To Age: This information should be in the “Description” of the 
measure:  *** If the “From Age” is filled in the system will require a “To Age”.  If not in 

the document use 120. 

 

 

d. Gender: If not specified in the measure, leave as “Both”. 
e. From Service Date: If this is a new measure you are adding use the first 

day of the current year. Example:  1/1/2017 
f. “Do not require PQRS ICD Detail to validate rule”:  If there are NO 

Diagnosis associated with the measure, this box must be checked. 

 
5. Once all the information is added click on the “Insurances” button. 
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6. This will pop open an alert box to make sure you want to save the measure, 
click “Yes”. 

7. The Measure Insurance Definition Table will open and is where the 
insurance carrier will be linked. Reporting is only to Medicare therefore, link 

to the local Medicare carrier. 

 

8. Click “Ok” to save and exit to the measure table. 

Defining Denominators 
9. Highlight the measure added and click on the “Denominator Details” button. 

The Denominator Detail Table will populate. Click the “Insert” button.  

 

10.Using the CMS measure report, locate the Denominator information. 
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11. In VertexDr enter the CPT code in the “From CPT Code” field. A CPT code 
search can be conducted by selecting the microscope. 

 

12. If there is a sequential CPT range (example 99212, 99213, 99214 and 

99215), enter the first code in the “From CPT code”, click the “Range” box 
and enter the last code of the range in the “To CPT code” field. Click “OK” 

button when complete. 

 

13.Repeat sequence until all CPTs have been added, exit the table. 

 

Diagnosis Details 
This section reviews how to add corresponding “Diagnosis Details” or ICD-10 codes.  
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1. From the Measure Table, select the measure and click on “Diagnosis 
Details” button, then click on “Insert” button to populate the PQRS ICD Detail 

Table. 

 

2. Refer back to the Measure documentation and review for ICD-10 codes 
located under the “Denominator” header. 

 ***It is possible to not have any ICD-10 codes in some of the measures. 

 

3. Once the ICD-10 codes have been located, enter the ICD-10 code in the 

“From Diagnosis” field. Click on the microscope to search for a code.  
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4. A range can be entered for a consecutive group of codes. 

 

5. Once all corresponding ICD-10’s have been entered, exit the table.  

 



VertexDr MIPS Measures 

vertexdr.com 
a MERIDIAN MEDICAL MANAGEMENT company 

Page | 9 

Adding QDC Codes 
This section provides instruction on entering the corresponding “QDC” codes. 

1. From the Measure Table, highlight the measure and click on the “QDC 

Codes” button, then select the “Insert” button to populate the QDC Code 
Definition table. 
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2. Referring back to the Measure documentation, review for QDC codes which 
will be located under the “Numerator” Header.   
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3. Add the corresponding QDC Codes and any possible modifiers (these will be 
with the QDC information on the document). Do not enter the “Medcin ID” 

portion of the set-up.  

 

4. If the QDC code is not yet set up in the Transaction table, the transaction 

table will populate. Click “Insert”. 
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5. Enter the CPT Code and copy the description from the Measurement 
documentation. The Number of units should always be “1”. Select the PQRS 

or PQRI department, which can be searched by description using the 
Magnified glass to the right. The amount should always be “0.01” and the 

Type of Service should be “1”.  

  

6. Select the “Global” tab and check on the “Transaction should be excluded 
from the global rules” box.  

 

7. Click “OK”. 
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8. This will bring you back to the main screen where you can now select that 
QDC code and insert it into the QDC definition table.  

 

9. Click “OK”. Repeat until all the QDC codes have been entered.  

 

Advancing Care Information Measures 
If using the VertexDr EHR, follow Option 2 for the 2017 Advancing Care Information 

Transition Objectives and Measures. There are four required base measures: 

e-Prescribing – Satisfied through use of VertexDr e-Prescribing. Please refer to 
the VertexDr EHR Manual for instructions on using e-Prescribe features. 

Requirement: “At least one permissible prescription written by the MIPS 
eligible clinician is queried for a drug formulary and transmitted electronically 

using certified EHR technology.”* 

Health Information Exchange – Satisfied through use of Direct Messaging. 

Please contact Meridian Support to confirm that your practice has subscribed and is 
using Direct Messaging prior to your selected reporting period. Refer to the 
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VertexDr Direct Messaging Manual for instructions on using Direct Messaging 
features. 

Requirement: “The MIPS eligible clinician that transitions or refers their 
patient to another setting of care or health care clinician (1) uses CEHRT to 

create a summary of care record; and (2) electronically transmits such 
summary to a receiving health care clinician for at least one transition of care 
or referral.”* 

Provide Patient Access – Satisfied through use of the Patient Portal. Please 
contact Meridian Support to confirm that your practice has subscribed to and is 

using the Patient Portal prior to your selected reporting period. Refer to the 
VertexDr Patient Portal Manual for instructions on using Patient Portal features 
related to CCDA Extract. 

Requirement: “At least one patient seen by the MIPS eligible clinician 
during the performance period is provided timely access to view online, 

download, and transmit to a third party their health information subject to 
the MIPS eligible clinician’s discretion to withhold certain information.”* 

Security Risk Analysis – The Security Risk Analysis can be performed by an IT 

Company or third party vendor. Should assistance be required from your IT 
Company or selected vendor, please contact Meridian support.  

Requirement: “Conduct or review a security risk analysis in accordance with 
the requirements in 45 CFR 164.308(a)(1), including addressing the security 

(to include encryption) of a ePHI data crated or maintained by certified 
technology in accordance with requirements in 45 CFR164.312(1)(2)(iv) and 
45 CFR 164.306(d)(3), and implement security updates as necessary and 

correct identified security deficiencies as part of the MIPS eligible clinician’s 
risk management process.”* 

Additional optional measures can be selected. Note that the VertexDr system is 
certified for these additional optional measures: 

Patient-Specific Education – Requires the use of VertexDr EHR. Please refer to 

the VertexDr EMR Manual for instruction on Patient-Specific Education.  

Requirement: “The MIPS eligible clinician must use clinically relevant 

information from CEHRT to identify patient-specific education resources and 
provide access to those materials to at least one unique patient seen by the 
MIPS eligible clinician.”* 

Medication Reconciliation – Requires the use of VertexDr e-Prescribing. 

Requirement: “The MIPS eligible clinician performs medication reconciliation 

for at least one transition of care in which the patient is transitioned into the 
care of the MIPS eligible clinician.”* 

Secure Messaging – Requires the use of the Patient Portal as described above. 

Please contact Meridian Support to confirm that your practice has subscribed to and 
is using the Patient Portal features required prior to your selected reporting period. 

Refer to the VertexDr Patient Portal Manual for instructions on using Patient Portal 
features related to Patient Messaging/ Ask a Staff. 
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Requirement: “For at least one unique patient seen by the MIPS eligible 
clinician during the performance period, a secure message was sent using 

the electronic messaging function of CEHRT to the patient (or the patient 
authorized representative), or in response to a secure message sent by the 

patient (or the patient-authorized representative) during the performance 
period.”* 

View, Download, or Transmit (VDT) - Satisfied through use of the Patient 

Portal. Please contact Meridian Support to confirm that your practice has subscribed 
to and is using the Patient Portal prior to your selected reporting period. Refer to 

the VertexDr Patient Portal Manual for instructions on using Patient Portal features 
related to CCDA Extract. 

Requirement: “At least one patient seen by the MIPS eligible clinician 

during the performance period (or patient authorized representative) views, 
downloads, or transmits their health information to a third party during the 

performance period.”* 

Improvement Activities 
Improvement Activities is a new category in which clinicians are rewarded for care 

focused on coordination of care, beneficiary engagement, and patient safety. 
 
Most participants will be required to attest to completing up to four improvement 

activities for a minimum of 90 days. There are 92 Improvement Activities options 
with varying weighted scores. Refer to CMS site regarding Improvement Activities 

for guidelines to determine requirements based on practice size and other factors. 
Special consideration should be given to weighted scores to ensure the practice 
selects activities to meet minimum score requirements.  

 
The practice should ensure for each Improvement Activity selected, to create and 

establish policies and procedures to support attestation. Some Improvement 
Activities are not able to be tracked or reported via Claims or EHR and will need to 
be reported via attestation or registry. 

Cost 
Cost Replaces the Value-Based Modifier. The cost category will calculate in 2017, 
but will not be factored into payment adjustments until reporting period 2018.  

MIPS Reporting 
Note: Please contact Support regarding reporting options.  

Query Report 
The Query report helps with reporting based on Medcin codes. This report can be 
used in registry reporting.  

To access the Query Report click Reports, MIPS/MU, MIPS/MU, and then 
MIPS/MU Measures (Stage II).  
 

https://qpp.cms.gov/measures/ia
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Quality Reporting 
To access Quality Reporting, click Reports, Quality Reporting, and then MIPS. 
This report is for claims-based reporting. 

Sources 
*Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
 


